
Paul’s Ponderings… 
Radical, Biblical Hospitality 
 
This past year our Board of Directors 
has put a laser focused effort on pre-
paring our church to implement an 
intentional and organized church 
growth program in this new year.  
Preparation is still underway through 
the Board’s efforts and through input 
from the congregation at two Chapel 
Cafe’s where responses to two ques-
tions flowed freely and constructive-
ly…”What is a church growth pro-
gram and why would the Chapel 
choose to participate in one?”  The 
third Chapel Cafe will be held on 
Thursday, January 19th, at 4:00 
where we will continue to explore the 
“what” and the “why” and begin to 
discuss the next major question 
which is “how” to design and imple-
ment a particular church growth pro-
gram appropriate for our Chapel. 
 
With this in mind I would like to 
share with all of you a number of 
concepts that our prayers, studies, 
and discussions have become to 
identify as critical to the future 
growth of our Chapel 
 
Every church - and every Christian - 
is called to practice radical hospitali-
ty.  This call is rooted in scripture, 
where in both the Old and the New 
Testaments we discover God’s desire 
to use us as conduits of God’s love to 
others.  When a community of be-
lievers truly shares radical, biblical 
hospitality…loving and welcoming 
others as God does…it gives people a 
taste of the kingdom of God. 
 
Biblical hospitality is centered on the 
love of others and particularly the 
love of those who make a choice to 
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visit our faith community.  This type 
of hospitality is focused on servant-
hood.  It demands something from 
us and requires us to see things from 
the perspective of someone else.  
Radical, biblical hospitality means we 
are willing to be uncomfortable, tak-
ing on the position of a servant so 
that others can become more com-
fortable and feel welcomed, included, 
and loved.  This kind of hospitality 
surprises the visitor in our midst and 
invites them to take the first or next 
step on their journey of faith…
because they begin to feel that they 
belong. 
 
As church communities we recognize 
the value of radical, biblical hospitali-
ty, but the truth is, we don’t show 
hospitality nearly as well as we 
could.  (Thus the need for an inten-
tional, congregation-wide church 
growth program.)  Often strangers 
find it hard to find a comfortable 
place within our church home.  We 
have unintentionally built barriers 
that make it difficult for those on the 
outside to find their way in…and far 
too often, we have become blind to 
those barriers.  Recognizing those 
barriers and eliminating them re-
quires us to have fresh eyes and do 
the hard work of looking through the 
lens of a first-time guest to our 
church. 
 
All this begins by developing a heart 
to reach people for Christ and an at-
titude that embraces change.  It will 
mean that we will have to give up 
things that make us comfortable to 
help guests feel more comfortable.  
We will have to not just accept and 



adapt to change but we will need to be 
active advocates for change among our 
family and friends here at the Chapel.  In 
fact it will mean that we will need to cove-
nant together as members of the body of 
Christ to assist and encourage and love 
each other through the changes ahead. 
 
(All of the above is found in The Art of 
Hospitality; A Practical Guide for a Ministry 
of Radical Welcome by Debbie Dixon, Ex-
ecutive Director of the United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrection and the author 
of Catch; A Churchwide Program for Invi-
tational Evangelism.)  
 
You know, change is a frightening thing to 
some people in some instances.  In an ef-
fort to identify and eliminate possible bar-
riers to radical hospitality in worship I 
suggested three changes.   
 
That we all make an intentional effort to 
sit in a different place each Sunday in 
worship.  This would allow us to greet and 
get to know different people each Sunday, 
visitors and members. 
 
That we make an intentional effort to pass 
the peace to everyone within ten feet and 
take three minutes to greet someone we 
don’t know at the end of worship. 
 

 Prayers for Chapel Friends: 

Patty and  Jackie Madden, Jack Sealey,  Phyllis  Mahin,  Anthony Tuliano, 

Cynthia Peppe, Janet Hegeman, Ellie Lyons, Maggie Simmons, Dot Cantwell, 

Kathy  Steele, Sabrina Levine,  Chandler  Steward,  Mike  Karnish, Evangeline 

Caliandro,  Laurie  Stevens, Little Daniel Auman,  Koran Sanders, Joseph 

Rickards, Katie Halus, Charlie Murray, Father Gary Sawtelle, Kevin Alley, Val 

Scantlin, Cami Thistles, Nick Benschoter, Angie Pinyan, Lou Mathews, Mary 

Faas,  Eddie McInnis, Israel Duncan, Olivia McDonald, Denise DuLeon, Lerici 

Racine, the family of Ernie Martin, and the people of Ukraine. 

            

Prayers for Chapel Family:  
George Hoffman, Bud Holzerland,  Mary Kay Allen,  Nancee Letter, Charles Hinson,  

Jane and Jeff Lowe, Dave Westerman, Meta Evans, Joan Tourt, Peggy Olson, Shirley 

Percival, Alicia Delong, Audrey Tourt, Bill and JoAn Moses, Jimmy McCaskill, Edward 

and Tamara Lee. 

That we pass out the Welcome Pads later 
in the service so as to not miss the reg-
istration of guests and members who 
happen to arrive after the announce-
ments.  (And, there are many each Sun-
day.) 
 
These are but the tip of the iceberg of 
the changes called for in an intentional, 
organized, and congregation-wide church 
growth program and I must admit that 
these few and simple changes were not 
roundly and enthusiastically received by 
everyone…in fact some met stiff and ra-
ther wholehearted resistance.  As I said, 
changes like this can be frightening. 
 
So, Thursday, January 19th at 4:00 is 
your chance to express all your fears and 
concerns at the third Chapel Cafe.  Board 
members will be there to listen to your 
ideas and take them in consideration as 
the planning moves forward. 
 
As always, my door is always open to 
everyone to discuss these issues as we 
make plans to share the good news of 
the gospel and the love of God with 
more and more people in our communi-
ty. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Paul   
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Well Happy New Year Everyone. 

 

We are off on a new year in our personal and Chapel lives.  

 

I thought I would like to review what we have done at the Chapel in 2022 and take a 

look at what we hope to accomplish in 2023. 

 

In January we seated a new Board of Directors and I was elected by the Board as Presi-

dent. I want to say it has been my privilege to serve as your President and look forward 

to serving as President again in 2023. 

 

We started the year with several challenges ahead. As we do every year we are chal-

lenged with a budget that is always exciting as we manage it to insure our cashflow is 

adequate to pay our bills without tapping our reserves. I have to commend Sue Barry 

our Chapel Treasurer for the past three years for doing an excellent job managing that 

process and we will miss her as a member of the Board and as Treasurer. 

 

We brought on a new Chapel Administrator, Susan Williams in January. We are very for-

tunate to have Susan, she is very talented and has really taken on the position with au-

thority and broadened her responsibilities. She keeps all of us up to date on all the ac-

tivities and organizes the day-to-day operations very nicely. 

 

The Chapel and the Board launched into a Chapel Growth program in February that has 

continued each month for the remainder of 2022 and will be continuing into 2023 as we 

begin to really launch the program.  

 

Much of what the Growth program has consisted of so far is a major self-evaluation of 

the Chapel preparing us to be able to implement a successful growth program in years 

to come. The Board has completed a number of items including revising our Bylaws, 

team descriptions, employee job descriptions and much more. We have studied the pro-

cesses that have been used successfully in other churches to grow their communities.  

 

The most important part of this preplanning is get-

ting our own house in order and identifying who we 

are as a Chapel and what do we want to be as we 

move forward. We have conducted two Chapel 

Cafes with great success. We will continue those in 

2023. These have been very helpful to the Board in 

determining our identity and desired purpose in our 

community. I believe we now have an excellent un-

derstanding of who we are and what place we fit in 

God’s community and our local community.  
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As we develop the Chapel Growth program, we will need all of your involvement and for 

you to volunteer and participate in  

 

many activities. Always keep in mind that the change that will happen will always be 

positive and is all done for the benefit of our community. 

 

We had another successful Rummage Sale, and a Christmas in Moore program conduct-

ed by the Mission team. 

 

Our worship team continues to shine as they prepare the Chapel for a variety of services 

as well as The Gatherings, we have had this past year. 

 

Our Stewardship season was successful, and we thank all of you that have pledged, as 

well as those of you that completed the Time and Talent sheets. The Board will be es-

tablishing a permanent Stewardship Team to work on team development as well as the 

financial aspects as Stewardship Season approaches.  If you would be interested in 

working on that team, please let the office know.   

  

As we came to the Holiday Season, and the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, we 

had some unfortunate news. Tamara and Edward Lee, our wonderful music team has 

chosen to resign to participate in other endeavors. The Lee’s have been with the Chapel 

over 10 years, and we will miss them greatly. We wish them the best as they leave us.  

We are on the hunt for a new music team but in the interim Phyllis Alexander will be our 

organist. Welcome Phyllis.   

 

As we move into 2023, we welcome two new Board Members, Joyce Singletary and Jon 

Tichenor. They will serve you for the next few years as we move forward with our new 

programs. Welcome to both of them.  

 

The Board has offered to Pastor Paul a new three-year contract, and he has excepted it. 

So we will have the privileged of working with and being educated by Pastor Paul for 

years to come.  

 

In closing I want to thank every team member that has served this year. Your participa-

tion and commitment have been invaluable, Thank You, Thank You, Thank You.  For 

those of you that are joining new teams this year I also want to thank you. You are the 

life blood of the Chapel and without you we would get very little done.    

 

Goodbye, 2022 and Welcome 2023. Happy New Year to All. 

 

George   

President 
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Team Updates 
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Finance Team 

Building & Grounds 

 

The Finance Team is happy to announce that we have had a 

good year here at the Chapel. We are leaving 2022 and head-

ing into 2023 with liquid assets standing at $278,641. 

Response to our annual stewardship campaign resulted in 

pledges for giving in 2023 to be $164,492 representing 46 of 

our Chapel members. Our Chapel could not complete the tasks 

of being here and meeting the needs of our community without the support of 

our members. Each pledge and gift of giving from our Chapel family is a bless-

ing and greatly appreciated by our Finance Team as we strive to make the best 

financial decisions for the Chapel in 2023. 

The Building & Grounds Team has been looking at options for re-

placement of the bell tower windows in the narthex. Currently, these 

windows are made of plexiglass and time has taken it’s toll on the 

beautiful bell tower. As with most building structures, time has 

weakened the seal around the glass and a small leak has started 

causing damage to the wall as well. 

Mike Barry worked with several glass companies in 

order to get estimates on the cost of replacing 

these windows and the possibility of having the 

plexiglass replaced with  glass.  Estimates for re-

placing the plexiglass with insulated plate glass 

were obtained from two different contractors with 

the best value of $4,200 being obtained. 

The Building and Grounds Team is happy to an-

nounce that an unnamed benefactor has donated 

the entire cost of the bell tower upgrade and work 

on the bell tower windows will begin shortly after 

the first of 2023. 

Dick Van Horne 

Chairman  
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Mission Team 

= 

The Gift Wrapping Party held on December, 9th was a beautiful time of fellowship and 

an event for friendships to evolve.  We wrapped gifts in the Kids Zone while listening to 

Christmas music, then continued the party as we met for lunch at The Lake House in 

Seven Lakes.  Our greatest gift that day was not wrapped up in pretty paper and bows, 

but was in the spirit of giving in our own back yard. 
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Thanks to your tremendous support our Christmas4 Moore program this year was a 

huge success.  A total of 23 Chapel in the Pines families partnered together to bring 

Christmas to 25 families in Moore County representing 63 individuals who would not 

have celebrated Christmas this year without their support. Your Chapel in the Pines Mis-

sion Team could not have assisted with supporting this many families had it not been for 

your generous financial donations.  

 

Several of our members teamed up and pooled their resources to adopt a family, lesson-

ing the financial obligation and allowing them to fulfil the wish list provided by their fam-

ily. Families of the Christmas4 Moore program could decide if they would pick their gifts 

up here at the Chapel or would like to have them delivered. While most arranged to pick 

up their gifts, there were a few special deliveries made.  These special delivers provided 

a very rewarding and humbling experience with families expressing much gratitude and 

appreciation for their gifts. 

 

 

April 22nd from 8AM-12PM  
More Information to Follow  

This is our largest fundraiser and we look forward to get-

ting organized moving forward.  

 

We will accept donations from Chapel Members each Monday and Wednesday  

Beginning February 6th between 10AM-12PM  

 

Donations will be open to the community beginning 

Wednesday, March 1st between 10AM-2PM.  

 

We will follow the same Monday Wednesday schedule.  

 

If you have any questions please call Tracey or Joyce or any member of the  

Mission Team. 

Mission Team 
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Music Ministry 
 

January Chapel Chimes - Music Department  
 
The January spotlight falls on Sandi Keyser! 
  
Where are you from originally? 
Acme, NC, near Wilmington 
  
How did you get to the Seven Lakes community, and/or the Chapel in the Pines? 
I moved in the area after college at St. Andrews to teach in Moore County. 
  
What was your usual occupation? 
Elementary and Exceptional Education teacher 
  
What part(s) do you sing? 
Soprano 
  
What was your first singing experience? 
A children’s choir and at home - my mom was a church organist 
  
What other singing experience have you had, than church choir? 
College choir, solos for special occasions 
  
What was your most meaningful singing experience? 
Several cantatas. 
  
Why do you choose to sing in the Chapel choir? 
I have sung in choirs since childhood and it feels strange not to. 
  
What is the best part of being in a choir? 
New friends, old friends, camaraderie 
What is your favorite style of music? 
Classical and dance music 
  
What is your favorite song? 
O Holy Night, and Climb Every Mountain 
  
Do you play musical instruments? 
No 
  
What other activities do you enjoy? 
Reading and playing canasta 
  
Thank you Sandi, for allowing us to get to 
know you better! 
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Usher Schedule  
December 2022 —February 2023 

Offertory – after you hand the plates back to Paul and he turns toward the alter, 
just turn and go to your seats. 

  
December 

1**  Thu 4 pm  Darkness to Light – Gordon Zeller, Kathy Goodman  
4    Sun 9 am  Sue & Dick VanHorne, Dot Macdonald, Wendy Tetreault 
11** Sun 9 am  Peggy & Bart Reuter, Leslie While, Lee Connelly 
17** Sat 5 pm  Cantata – Gordon Zeller, Kathy Goodman 
18   Sun 9 am  Jim Beck, Thalia Beam, Joyce Singletary, Gisela Danielson 
24** Sat 4 pm  Christmas Eve – RJ & Tim Peppe, Carole Faas, Lee Connelly 
25   Sun 9 am  Marilyn & Jimmy McCaskill, Thalia Beam, Jim Beck 
 
January 

1    Sun 9 am  Marilyn & Jimmy McCaskill, Leslie While, Wendy Tetreault 
8**  Sun 9 am  RJ & Tim Peppe, Sue & Dick VanHorne 
15   Sun 9 am  Dot Macdonald, Thalia Beam, Cathy & George Norman 
22** Sun 9 am  Peggy & Bart Reuter, Gisela Danielson, Joyce Singletary 
29   Sun 9 am  Jim Beck, Wendy Tetreault, Gordon Zeller, Kathy Goodman 
 
February 

5**  Sun  9 am Sue & Dick VanHorne, Leslie While, Gisela Danielson 
12   Sun  9 am Marilyn & Jimmy McCaskill, Dot Macdonald, Carole Faas 
19** Sun  9 am Cathy & George Norman, Joyce Singletary, Lee Connelly 
22** Wed 4 pm Ash Wednesday – Gordon Zeller, Kathy Goodman 
26   Sun  9 am RJ & Tim Peppe, Peggy & Bart Reuter 
 

**indicates choir performing 
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There are 3 opportunities availa-

ble for volunteers to host coffee 

hour in January. 

 
 

Please sign up on podium outside the church fellowship or call church office at (910) 

400-5188  to let us  know which Sunday you’d like to host. You can also email Susan 

Williams, Chapel Administrator, at citp10@7lakeschapel.com. 

C h a p e l  C h i m e s  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3   



 

January  

1-1 Alicia Delong & Steven Welch 

1-8 Mary Snead 

1-15 Volunteer Needed 

1-22 Volunteer Needed 

1-29 Volunteer Needed 

February  

1-8 Bruce & Vickie Bedder 

1-15 Volunteer Needed 

1-22 Volunteer Needed 

1-29 Volunteer Needed 

  

If you are interested in volunteering to provide flowers for the chapel, please contact the 

office at 910-400-5188 or e-mail Susan Williams at citp10@7lakeschapel.com to have 

your name added to the Flower Sign-up List.  

Flower  
Schedule 

Back Pack Pals and  
Matthew 25:40 Programs 

We Need Your Help—Please Donate as Often As You Can! 

Mathew 25:40 
Capri Sun Juices, any flavor 

Pop Tarts, any flavor 

Chef Boyardee Micro Cups, in 

yellow and red 

Small Water Bottles 

Protein Bars, all flavors 

Fruit Cups 

Apple Sauce Cups 

Backpack Pals 
Juice Boxes, any flavor 

Pop Tarts, any flavor  

Peanut Butter/Cheese Crackers 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Monday-January 2       Laurie Faig         

Wednesday-January 11   Jon Tichenor 

Wednesday-January 11   Bob Tourt        

Saturday-January 14     Kiona Baker         

Sunday-January 15      Alice McPheeters 

Tuesday-January 17      John Caggiano 

Wednesday-January 18   Ginny Horchler 

Sunday-January 22      Mary Tuft 

Thursday-January 26     Ken Geddes 

Friday-January 28       Jason Collins 

Saturday-January 29     Katie Olson 
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Sunday-January 1         9:00 am        Epiphany of the Lord Sunday 

Thursday-January 5        2:30 pm        Fran’s Friends 
Sunday-January 8         9:00 am        Baptism of the Lord Sunday  

Friday-January 13         9:00 am        Mission Team Meeting 

Sunday-January 15        9:00 am        Second Sunday after Epiphany 

                                    Chapel Board Meeting  

                       3:30-5:30      Worship Team Meeting 

Thursday-January 19       4:00 pm        Chapel Café  
Friday-January 20         5:00 pm        Hensley/Sponangle Wedding Rehearsal 

Saturday-January 21       3:00 pm        Hensley/Sponangle Wedding 

Sunday-January 22        9:00 am        Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Sunday-January 29        9:00 am        Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
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Feb Newsletter  
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Bingo 5-10 
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9:30a—1p 7th Day 

Advent. Svcs 
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Second Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

   

3 4 5 

7:00 AL ANON 

7:30 Choir 

6 

Baptism of the 

Lord Sunday 

Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 9:30a—1p 7th Day 

Advent. Svcs 

9 11 

7:00 AL ANON 

7:30 Choir 
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2p-4p 

7 Lks Garden 

P a g e  16 V o l u m e  4 ,  I s s u e  1   

C h a p e l  C h i m e s  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3   

7:00 AL ANON 

7:30 Choir 

Hensley/Sponagle 

Rehearsal 4:00 pm 

Hensley/Sponagle 

Wedding 3:00 pm Chapel Board Mtg 

Fourth Sunday  

In Ordinary Time 

Mission Team Mts 

11:00 am 

Epiphany of the 

Lord Sunday 

3:30 Worship 

Team Mtg 

4:00  Chapel Cafe 


